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On Saturday, June 28th, over two-hundred eager 4th District 
Block Captains filled the Amphitheater of the Phila delphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM) for an intense 
day of training at Councilman Jones’ “First Annual Block Cap-
tains’ Boot Camp”.  

The training session broke up into several different presen-
tations that were all geared to the upkeep of the neighbor-
hoods and the empowerment of our Block Captains. The curriculum was enhanced by presentations by 
experts in various areas including access to grants and funding, block safety, emergency preparedness, 
block beautification and organization, home repair & maintenance, quality of life and access to city ser-
vices. 

One of the keynote appearances was the Honorable Mayor Michael A. Nutter, who addressed our Block 
Captains and conducted the “Honorary Block Captain Pledge”. Also present were Congressman Chaka 

Block Captains’ Boot 
Camp 

Continued on page  5 

The Freshmen 15 
Led By Councilman Jones, Proposes $28 Million in Budget Savings 

Councilpersons Bill Green, Maria Quinones-Sanchez and 
Curtis Jones Jr., the Freshman Class. 
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Putting People  to 
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Intern Program 8 

4th District Block Captains get day long training t o take 
back their neighborhoods. 
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The Stimulus Package From Washington  
 Jones Champions Job Creation For Youth and Unemployed In Urban Communities  
It has been said that when the country catches a cold, Urban America catches pneumonia. Today the country is facing a 
severe recession that is affecting every corner of the economy and every sector of our population.  As in past times of eco-
nomic hardship, the under employed and under educated in our  urban centers are hit the hardest.  Two  prescriptions in the 
past that  helped the workers through similar diffi cult times was the WPA (Work Progress Administration) during the 
Roosevelt Administration in 1935 and CETA (Comprehensive Employment and Training Act) during the Nixon Ad-
ministration in 1973. 

The outgoing Bush Administration, as well as the in coming Obama Administration, have committed to some sort of stimu-
lus package to address the failing economy.  This stimulus package is targeting job creation through infrastructure invest-
ment, green-collar jobs, and targeted tax incentives.  Congress’ efforts are evolving, almost on a daily basis.  What the 
final package will look like is yet to be determine d.  The U.S. Conference of Mayors identified several potential areas where 
infrastructure and green-collar investment can create 
jobs and give American cities the boost needed to 
stimulate the national economy again.   

As City Council Chairman of the Transportation & 
Public Utilities Committee, my focus will be to as-
sure that any stimulus package funding for Trans-
portation, the Water Department, the Electric Com-
pany, and the Gas Company will create jobs for 
those individuals that have traditionally not been the 
target of any recent federal, state, or city job creation 
programs.   

I plan to hold public hearings that will be open to  
the public. I will be meeting with my colleagues in  
City Council, our state and federal elected officials, 
local corporations, and union leaders. When we re-
place the water mains across the city, we should also 
replace the laterals that run from the mains to indi-
vidual houses.  I am advocating that the gas and 
electric companies make the necessary improve-
ments to individual homes to make them more en-
ergy efficient.  I am calling for each of these projects 
to target a significant portion of the new jobs cre-
ated, to those most in need,  the displaced worker 
and unemployed. 

As a member of City Council and Chairman of a key 
committee where “ready to go” and “infrastructure” projects may come from, I am focused on a number of objectives.  
Above are three of those pending proposals. 

The success of any stimulus package must factor in that segment of society that is the most economically depressed.  A 
sound economic principle holds that when the poores t members of society must receive “a living wage”.  Y our elected offi-
cials, along with private industry and our unions, can come together to fashion strategies, proposals, programs and legisla-
tion that will ensure a “living wage” for all our citizens.  
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Aging in Place 
Councilman Holds Hearings on Seniors  Remaining in Their Homes 
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Councilman Jones discusses job creation with President Obama. 



At the beginning of each academic year, we have 
an opportunity to instill in our children that re-
turning to school is a time to celebrate new begin-
nings. To welcome our students to the 2008 aca-
demic year, Councilman Jones hosted a week-long 
“Back to School Giveaway” for several of the 
elementary schools in his District. With the help 
of  Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown, 
District Attorney Lynn Abraham, the Mayor’s 
Office of Community Service, and Brown Family 
Shoprite, we were able to successfully distribute 
school supplies and ice cold treats to over 3,000 
elementary students.   

On Tuesday, November 25, 2008 at Liberty Foods Supermarket, Councilman 
Jones hosted his “First Annual Thanksgiving Day Tur key Give-Away”. With 
the assistance of our Fourth District Block Captains we were able to identify 
and give 200 needy families a turkey meal. With the help of District Attorney 
Lynn Abraham, the Liberty Foods Market, Food and Co mmercial Workers 
Union Local 1776, and Brown Family Shoprite, we were able to exceed our 

expectations in servicing our community. For those Block Captains who were 
not able to participate or were not notified, please contact our office to register 

(215)686-3416. 

Turkey Give-Away 
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  !" �is an initiative designed by Councilman Curtis Jones Jr. to revitalize commercial corridors and to improve the housi ng stock 
throughout the 4th District. The economic development an d neighborhood stabilization project has targeted Lancaster Ave, Lans-
downe Ave, and 63rd street (LL63), Market Street between 60th-63rd Street, and Parkside Ave. and 54th Street from City Ave. to 
Upland Way.  
 

The Commerce Department has just completed the engineering design for 54th-63rd Lansdowne Avenue and 59th thru 63rd and 
Lancaster Avenue.  The improvements, to be completed by December 2009, will include new signage for businesses, new side-
walks, pedestrian lighting, treescape, street furnitur e, and new trash receptacles. All new installations will be environmentally 
friendly.  

Key stakeholders in the LL63 development effort include Con gressman Brady, Congressman Fattah, State Senator Hughes, State 
Representative Louise Williams-Bishop, Councilwoman Bl ackwell, Philadelphia Commercial Development Corporatio n, Philadel-
phia City Planning Commission, St. Joseph's University, West Philadelphia Financial Service Institute,  American Cities Foundation, 
Carroll Park, Lancaster Ave. Redevelopment Corporation, Haddington/Cobbs Creek CDC, Wynnefield Residents’ Associ ation, 
City Ave. Special Services District, Philadelphia Commerce Department, Lancaster Business Association, Parkside Association, Mo-
saic Development, along with individual residents, develo pers, and business owners. Our monthly meetings have been hosted by 
ShopRite of the Park West Shopping Center, ACHIEVEability CDC, and American Cities Foundation.   For further informa tion 
contact Al Spivey Jr., Chief of Staff  (215)686-3417. 

Back to School Books and 

LL63: Development for the 4th DistrictLL63: Development for the 4th DistrictLL63: Development for the 4th District 

Over 200 turkeys given away during the holi-
day season. 

Councilman Jones attends historic school reopening 
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Fattah, Senator Vincent Hughes, Councilpersons Blondell Reynolds-Brown and Bill 
Green, and newly elected State Representative Vanessa Brown.   

Each attendee received a 4th District t-shirt, tote bag, mug, whistle and cours e binder 
filled with key city resources that will aide them in the upke ep of their block.     

We would like to thank all those who were able to p articipate in the day’s event. It is 
imperative for us to continue to empower the front line representatives of our com-
munity. Empowering our Block Captains is fundamenta l in building our communi-
ties. It has been through those Block Captains who have registered with our office 
that we have been able to communicate through mail the ongoing jobs offered by 
the city, the different recreation opportunities av ailable, and to provide them with 
direct constituent services. 
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As we begin to prepare for our “2 nd Annual Block Captains’ Boot Camp”, we urge you to encourage your Block Captain to 
contact our office to get registered. For those Block Captains who were not able to attend or were not notified, please con-
tact our office to register with us so you don’t mi ss the next one.  Also, should your block be in need of a Block Captain, 
please contact Morgan Cephas, Legislative Aide at (215)686-3417. 

Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds-Brown, Councilman 
Jones and Senator Vincent Hughes address Block Cap-
tains’ Boot Camp. 

Putting People To Work 
Councilman Jones Partners 

 With US Census Bureau 

Block Captains’ Boot Camp 
Continued From Page 1 

PAPA Playground, 65th Lansdowne Ave., received a new 
scoreboard for PopWarner Football team West Philly Tar-
heels. 

Arrow  Field at Henry and Walnut Lane, is home of P op-
Warner Football team, Wissahickon Braves. 

Councilman Jones Funds Three ScoreboardsCouncilman Jones Funds Three ScoreboardsCouncilman Jones Funds Three Scoreboards   

I n 2008, Councilman 

Jones was proud to fund 

scoreboards for several 

football teams in the 4th 

District.  Pictured here are 

two of the new scoreboards 

for the West Philly Tar-

heels at Papa Playground 

and the Wissahickon 

Braves at Arrow Field. 

 Not pictured is a score-

board for the Overbrook 

Monarchs at Granahan 

Playground.  

He looks forward to sup-

plying additional score-

boards in 2009.�
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My Legislative Agenda for 2009 

Councilman Jones: Phillies Lucky Charm 
Wins Wager With Council Counterparts in Milwaukee, L.A., and Tampa   

Phillies Fever struck the 4th Floor of City Hall in 2008. Like all Philadelphian s, Councilman 
Jones was swept up in the success of our Phillies.   To make things a little more interesting, 
Councilman Jones bet his 4th District colleagues in Milwaukee, Los Angles, and Tampa.   In 
the divisional playoff series, Councilman Jones reached out to Milwaukee 4th District Al-
derman Bob Bauman.  Alderman Bauman was so confident in his Brewers, he bet a Mil-
waukee favorite, Usinger’s Sausages, against hoagies and Tastykakes.   Those sausages were 

quite delicious!   In the league championship series against the Dodgers, Los Angeles 4th District Councilman Tom LaBonge 
stepped up and accepted our bet.   We were the recipients of Los Angeles famous Dodger Dogs, pumpkin bread, and books for 4th 
District libraries about Los Angeles.   Tampa 4th District Councilman John Dingfelder put up Cuban sandwiches and guava 
pastries in our World Series bet.   The staff really enjoyed those sandwiches too!   The opposing Council persons and their staffs 
were great sports and we had a lot of fun with this.   We can’t  wait to do it again next year when the Phillies go for two in a row.    

Fall 2008 has been a busy time for 
Councilman Jones.  Hearings on two 
issues vital to the city’s future were 
held—one on the viability of creating 
sustainable/green districts ( Resolution 
No. 080508) and the other  (Resolution 
No. 080735) on aging in place. Addi-
tionally, Councilman Jones proposed 
cost-saving initiatives with the two 
other freshman Council members, to 
address the city budget crisis without 
cutting vital services. 

As a result of the hearings on sustain-
able/green districts and Aging in Place, 
legislative proposals and reports are 
being developed to implement the sug-
gestions and analyses of the expert wit-
nesses and community members who 
testified at these hearings. 

Councilman Jones also honored the 
work of two community groups who 
were designated as “Classic Towns of 
Greater Philadelphia.”  Community 
leaders from Manayunk and Over-
brook Farms were presented with a 
City Council Resolution in October to 
recognize their contribution to the 
preservation and development of their 
neighborhoods.  In 2009 Councilman 
Jones will  present a resolution in con-

junction with Black History Month 
honoring local legends Judge Doris 
Smith-Ribner, Action News 6 Sports 
Anchor Keith Russell, and business 
leader Gerri H. Walker. 

Other policy issues that Councilman 
Jones raised during the fall session in-
cluded: 

· Urging Congress to extend the ex-
piring Clean Energy Tax Incentives 

· Authorizing Council’s Committee 
on Commerce and Economic Develop-
ment to identify ways to strengthen eco-
nomic opportunities between Philadel-
phia and Israel and 

· Urging the Mayor to conduct an 
independent study before eliminating 
any fire engine or ladder companies. 

Authorizing Council’s Committee on 
Transportation and Public Utilities in 
anticipation of the incoming federal 
administration’s commitment to invest 
in urban infrastructure building initia-
tives, to conduct an independent inves-
tigation of the Water Department so 
that the city will be prepared to utilize 
any additional funding streams in the 
most efficient and strategic manner 
(Resolution No. 080959). 

On the 2009 agenda, in addition to the 
ongoing budget challenges, will be hear-
ings in early February on the develop-
ment  o f  c o mmun i t y- b as ed 
“Opportunities Courts”.  These 
courts could provide an alternative to 
county jail time (under 23 months) that 
would incorporate community service, 
restorative justice, job training, counsel-
ing, and rehabilitation for non-violent 
young or first-time offenders.  This is 
fiscally more prudent than jail, which 
costs about $34,000 year, as opposed to 
an alternative diversionary program 
which could cut costs by at least a third, 
somewhere in the $17,000-$20,000 
range. 

World Series Trophy Finds its Home in Philly 
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Activity Grants for  2008 
In 2008, 94 organizations received activity grants totaling $220,000.   Community 
organizations use these grants for everything from operating a summer camp to 
running a boxing program.   Often organizations rel y on this money to assist 
them in executing their core mission. Groups who have received grants include 
the 21st Ward Athletic Association, East Falls Development Corporation, West 
Philadelphia Soccer Organization, and the House of Umoja.   New  applications 
for 2009 will be available in late February, contact Joshua Cohen, (215)686-3416 
or joshua.cohen@ phila.gov. 
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Groundbreaking for the Kroc Center with State Senators 
Vincent Hughes, Mike Stack and Larry Farnese. 

Our constituent service staff has been working 

very hard to help 4 th District residents who have 

contacted our office.  Close to 2,000 people were 

helped in 2008.  Services range from helping to 

expedite requests for filling potholes to saving a 

resident’s home from foreclosure.   Constituent 

service is very important to me and I am commit-

ted to helping every resident who contact our of-

fice for help.� 

Case Work  

Fran Burns, former head of Manayunk Development Cor p, 
and Winnie Clowry, owner of Le Bus, greet Councilma n 
Jones and Al Spivey Jr., Chief of Staff, at the Commerce 
Bank Pro Championship Bike Race. 

Roxborough residents discuss future of  the Walnut Lane Golf Course at  “Coffee With The Councilman”. 



Curtis Jones, Jr. 

Councilman 4th District 

City Hall Rm. 404 

Philadelphia, Pa.  19107 

(215)686-3416/17 
Curtis.jones.jr@phila.gov 

Councilman Jones Supports Intern Program 
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WORKING TOGETHER, ORDINARY  PEOPLE CAN DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS 

 Councilman Jones with Vice President 
Joseph Biden 


